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(Assistance Listing Number 84.235E)

Questions and Responses

Updated 04.04.2024

This document contains a cumulative list of questions (summarized) and responses submitted
to the 84.235E Braille Training Program. It is important to note that this is a living document.
Updates to responses are noted. For the purpose of this document, references to the Notice

Inviting Applications for the 84.235E Braille Training Program, published in the Federal Register
(03/13/2024).



84.235E Braille Training Program

Eligibility

Question: Are Freely Associated States, for example, RMI, FSM Palau eligible to
apply?

RSA Response: Eligible Applicants for the Braille Training program, Assistance Listing
Number 84.235E, are States and public or nonprofit agencies and organizations,
including institutions of higher education. Section 303(d)(1) of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 limits the eligible entities to States and public or nonprofit agencies and
organizations including institutions of higher education. Because the Freely Associated
States do not meet the definitions of State in the Rehabilitation Act at Section 7(34) and
are not public or nonprofit agencies, the Freely Associated States are not eligible
applicants for this grant competition.

Question: | have a question about record of performance under Federal Awards in
page 22 of the application kit. If our organization does not have a record, record of
performance in that system, does that mean we cannot apply or that our application will
not be scored as well as others?

RSA Response: No. The language that you referenced about the record of
performance under Federal award in page 22 of the application kit is from the Notice
Inviting Application (NIA). Under the Integrity and Performance System of Application
Review Information in the NIA, it states: “If you are selected under this competition to
receive an award that over the course of the project period may exceed the simplified
acquisition threshold (currently $250,000), under 2 CFR 200.206(a)(2) we must make a
judgment about your integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under
Federal awards--that is, the risk posed by you as an applicant--before we make an
award. In doing so, we must consider any information about you that is in the integrity
and performance system (currently referred to as the Federal Awardee Performance
and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)), accessible through the System for Award
Management.” If the organization does not have a record of performance in the System
for Award Management, the organization may still apply for the grant, and the grant
application will be treated the same as any other grant application.

Priority

Question: Can you please explain the difference between absolute priority and
invitational priorities? If the invitational priorities are not given a preference over other
applications, then should invitational priorities be included or targeted in grant
applications in addition to absolute priority? Is there any benefit of including invitational
priorities in the grant application?

RSA Response: The absolute priority is from section 303(d) of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. 773(d)). The priority is:




Braille Training Program. For FY 2024 and any subsequent year in which we make
awards from the list of unfunded applications from this competition, this priority is an
absolute priority. Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(3), RSA considers only applications that
meet this priority.

Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(1) we do not give an application that meets one or more of
these invitational priorities a competitive or absolute preference over other applications.
As specified in the Notice Inviting Applications (NIA) published in the Federal Register,
there are three invitational priorities. For details, please see the NIA.

All applications should meet the absolute priority. Whether an applicant wishes to
incorporate an invitational priority into the application is their decision. The purpose of
the invitational priorities is to encourage the field of applicants to address the invitational
topic or topics within the scope of the absolute priority for this competition. However,
there is no competitive advantage to addressing invitational priorities.

Question: We are interested in potentially putting in a grant application for the Braille
Training Program but wanted some clarification on the “invitational priority” language.
Does this mean that only projects that were unfunded in a previous competition are
eligible to apply? This was new language to us, and we were not sure how it related to
the absolute priority.

RSA Response: No. The invitational priority language does not limit who is eligible to
apply. The intent of the invitational priorities is to encourage the field of applicants to
address the invitational topic or topics within the scope of the absolute priority for this
competition. To clarify the “unfunded applications” refers to unfunded applications from
the FY 2024 competition.

Award Information

Question: The estimated available funds are $342,000, but the maximum award
available totals $1.035M. Should the grant application target the maximum award?

RSA Response: As stated in the NIA:

e Estimated Available Funds: $342,000.
e Estimated Average Size of Awards:
o Year 1: $115,000;
o Years 2-5: $230,000.
e Maximum Award:
o Year 1: We will not make an award exceeding $115,000 for the first
budget period of 12 months;
o Years 2-5: We will not make an award exceeding $230,000 for each
budget period of 12 months.



Yes, the grant application may target the maximum award. The estimated available
funds and the maximum award noted in the NIA is contingent upon the availability of
funds and quality of the applications received.

Other

Question: | just had a quick question regarding grant 84.235E. | was wondering if you
could tell me if this is new funding. If it is not new funding, would it be possible to tell me
who received the funds in FY23?

RSA Response: This is a new funding for the Braille Training Program.

Question: We were not able to participate the pre-application meeting and |
was not able to find a recording, will the recording be available for viewing?

RSA Response: The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services
(OSERS) has posted a PowerPoint Presentation specifically about the Braille
Training program at https://ncrtm.ed.gov/grant-info. A summary of questions
and responses will be available at https://ncrtm.ed.gov/grant-info within six
business days after the pre-application conference call. The recording of the
meeting is not posted.

Note: If you have any additional questions, please send your questions to
84.235E@ed.gov.
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